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ae aan CONFERENCE OF BLACK MAYORS RECEIVES GRANT FROM 


WASHINGTON--The National Conference of Black Mayors has 
received a $206,000 grant from the U.S. Labor Department to help 
oversee job training programs for the Department's Employment and 
Training Administration. The organization was one of five that 
received grants totaling $1.4 million. 


Other organizations receiving funds are the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors, $257,500; National Conference of State Legislatures, 
$256,837; The National Governors' Association, $321,500, and 
National Association of Counties, $360,500. 


The basic purpose of these grants is to help communicate to 
constituents ETA program priorities, such as: 


program integrity, sound procurement standards, effective 


monitoring and increased accountability; 
quality programs; and 
targeting services to youth and adults most at risk. 


The funds are authorized under Title IV, Section 455 of the 
Job Training Partnership Act. These grants are effective through 
May 1, 1992. 


Since JTPA began in 1983, more than 10 million individuals 
have been served by its programs. The emphasis of JTPA is on 
placing and training people in jobs that last and careers that 
grow. The program is designed to break the cycle of joblessness 
and dependency by moving economically disadvantaged individuals 
into permanent, self-sustaining employment. 


# # # 
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LABOR DEPARTMENT SEEKS COMMENT ON 
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PLAN 


WASHINGTON -- The Labor Department is looking for ways to 
resolve disputes without going to court. 


The department is asking for public comment on_= such 
alternative dispute resolution methods as mediation, mini-trials, 
arbitration and negotiated rulemaking. 


These would be used wherever possible to replace lawsuits 
involving enforcement actions, regulations, grants, contracts and 
other matters within the department's jurisdiction. 


They would replace legal actions only when practical and when 
permitted under existing laws, according to the department's 
request for comment, published in the Federal Register May 22. 


The Labor Department's request follows passage of the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Act last year. The act requires 
federal agencies to develop alternative dispute resolution policies 
but gives examples of cases where such procedures should not be 
used. 


These include disputes involving broad policy issues or cases” 
in which setting a legal precedent is desirable. 


Written comments should be submitted within 60 days to: Roland 
Droitsch, deputy assistant secretary for policy, Room S-2312, 
Frances Perkins Building, U.S. Department of Labor, 200 
Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20210. 


# # # 
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The first labor organization was formed in 1648 by the 
Boston shoemakers and coopers (barrel makers) guilds. Partly 
because local artisans argued that the guilds hindered free 
trade, their three-year charters were not renewed, according to 
"Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


## # # 


The first women's labor organization was established in 1734 
by maid servants in New York City to protest the abuses they 
suffered from their mistresses' husbands, according to "Labor 
Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # # 


The first permanent workers organization began in 1792 with 


the Philadelphia cordwainers. The group lasted less than a year 
but reappeared in 1794, existing until 1806, according to "Labor 
Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # # 


In 1825, the first women's labor organization in a trade was 
formed. The United Tailoresses Society of New York later that 
year conducted the first strike by a women's labor organization, 
according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 











